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CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 1940 
INCLUDING A SELECTION OF BOOKS FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
A list selected for first purchase 


The New York State Library’s first 
annual selected list of children’s books 
appeared in Best books of 1897. Best 
books thereafter included a selection of 
the best children’s books of the year until 
that bulletin ceased publication with Best 
books of 1925. Since the discontinuance 
of Best books the annual lists of chil- 
dren’s books have been published in New 
York Libraries, May 1927, and May 1928, 
in the August numbers 1929 to 1939 
and in The Bookmark, August 1940, 
(also reprinted as leaflets 1927-39.) 
Eighteen of the leading children’s libra- 
rians of the country have aided in select- 
ing the titles in the following list. 


For reference 


Eaton, A. T. Reading with children. 
Viking Press $2.50 028.5 
Miss Eaton, librarian of the Lincoln 
School of Teachers College, Columbia 
University, and contributor to the New 
York Times Book Review, is an 
authority on children’s literature as 
well as on children’s tastes in reading, 
and here she assembles, with a con- 
tagious enthusiasm, her extensive 
knowledge of individual books, old and 
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Bandeira Duarte, M. E. 


Gramatky, Hardie. 


new, creative, instructive, humorous, 
imaginative, in the various fields of 
writing, always emphasizing through- 
out, their values and the “sheer joy” 
to be found “in the writing of them, 
and in reading them and in sharing 
and reading them with children.” Lists 
of books discussed, at chapter ends. 
Index. Awarded the James Terry 
White medal by the American Library 
Association for “notable professional 
writing” published in 1940. 


For children under 9 years of age 
Legend of 
the palm tree. Grosset $1 

Striking full-page colored pictures 
by Paulo Werneck illustrate the 
Brazilian legend of the coconut palm 
tree which is related in this slender 
folio. The tale describes with the 
utmost simplicity how a woman who 
had been transformed into a palm tree 
of the desert taught some thirsting, 
starving Indians to feed, clothe and 
house themselves through her own 
destruction and the use of her trunk, 
leaves, branches and fruit; not only 
could they save themselves, but by 
planting her seeds they could help 
future generations to be cared for and 
comfortable. Winner of the National 
Award in 1939 as the outstanding 
publication in Brazil. 


Hercules. Put- 
nam $1.75 


In lively, vividly colored drawings 
and a graphic short story the author 





tells how the horsedrawn, antiquated 
fire engine, Hercules, is retired to an 
unhappy oblivion and how, when the 
city hall is burning and all the new- 
fangled apparatus breaks down, Her- 
cules, with all his oldtime energy and 
spirit, becomes the hero of the day. 
Small quarto. 


Kane, H. B. Tale of the whitefoot 


mouse. Knopf $1.25 

Twenty-two photographic plates by 
the author, of a whitefoot mouse and 
other wild life, remarkable for clear- 
ness of detail and beauty of composi- 
tion, are accompanied by a simple, 
brief, direct text which narrates events 
in the first year of the mouse’s life. 


Lathrop, D. P. 
Macmillan $2 


Irresistibly lovely drawings in color 
of a red South American squirrel and 
of the presents of Mexican and South 
American origin, which it receives, 
such as nuts, colored gourds, a glass 
cup, papayas and other fruit. The 
slight story introduces the various 
episodes depicted in the 16 illustrations. 
Small quarto. 


Presents for Lupe. 


Lawson, Robert. They were strong 
and good. Viking Press $1.50 

The author-artist’s grandfather on 
his mother’s side was a Scotch sea 
captain and his mother’s mother was a 
little Dutch girl who lived on a farm 
in New Jersey. Here are the unex- 
celled drawings of these two, of his 
other grandparents, of his parents and 
of scenes which portray varied epi- 
sodes in their lives, described also in 
the text. These appreciative sketches 
of six “strong and good” Americans 
will please children today and make 
them conscious too of their pride in 
their own heritage. Awarded the 
Caldecott medal as the best picture 
book of the year. Quarto. 


Lenski, Lois. The little train. Oxford 


Univ. Press 75c 

The diminutive men, Engineer Small, 
Fireman Shorty and Conductor Little, 
are in charge of the run of a small 
train which leaves Tinytown daily. 
The book, in a fresh, amusing way, 
suggests the duties of the three men, 
describes the workings oi the train, 
reproduces its noises and follows the 
trip from beginning to end. Both the 
presentation of facts and the author’s 


Mammen, E. W. 


drawings are from a child’s viewpoint 


and are clear, accurate and _ enter- 


taining. 


The 
walking. Harper $1.25 

Nonsense picture book of the Button 
family with humorous drawings by 
Jessie Robinson on every page. There 
are tall and thin Mr Button, short, fat 
Mrs Button, Ollie the oldest, the twins 
Peter and Penny, plump little Chip 
the youngest, and Bobo, the dog. 
Nothing matters if they are doing 
everything together. “ That’s the only 
way to be happy,” says Mrs Button. 
But how to keep together on city 
streets? Here they are shown trying 
different methods in succession, and 
finding insuperable drawbacks in each 
scheme. Quarto. 


Buttons go 


Newberry, Mrs C. T. April’s kittens. 
Harper $1.75 


Notable full-page drawings, beauti- 
fully reproduced, of a cat and three 
kittens and of April their small owner, 
illustrating the little story of April's 
sorry predicament. For since April 
lives in a one-cat apartment she must 
decide which three members of her 
precious cat family she will part with. 
Quarto. 


Prokofieff, Serge. 
Knopf $2 
This well-planned oblong picture 
book combines a humorous Russian 
fairy tale with themes from Prokofi- 
eff’s orchestral narrative, Peter and 
the wolf, which are also both appealing 
and amusing. The full-page illustra- 
tions in color and the smaller drawings 
in black and white, all by Warren 
Chappell, have the naive, dramatic 
folk qualities of the story. The type 
was designed by Hollis Holland. 


Peter and the wolf. 


Pyne, Mable. Little history of the 
United States. Houghton $1.75 973 


Of folio size, this is an attractive, 
novel and simple introduction to the 
events, changes and progress in the 
history of the United States. Social 
and industrial advance, inventions, 
developments in the arts and sciences 
are shown to be as important and sig- 
nificant as wars. Few dates are 
mentioned. Small colored drawings 
illustrate each page profusely and the 
text is presented in brief, widely spaced 
paragraphs. 
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Seuss, Dr, pseud. (T. S. Geisel). 





Hor- 
Random 





ton hatches the egg. 
House $1.50 
“He meant what he said, and he 
said what he meant. . . 
An elephant’s faithful one 
hundred per cent.” 


The ludicrous, rhyming tale of 
Horton, the elephant, who remained 
true to his promise to sit on the nest 
of the lazy bird Mayzie. The author's 
swinging verse and _ appropriately 
grotesque drawings depict Horton 
month in month out in cold, storm 
and heat, precariously perched on a 
tree which bends low under its pon- 
derous burden. Later, Horton still 
“one hundred per cent faithful,” is 
seen suffering the humiliation of being 
displayed as a circus freak. But 
finally there is the moment of vindica- 
tion and triumph. Quarto. 


Wood, Ray, ed. American Mother 
Goose. Stokes $1.25 


Eighty-three quaint short American 
nonsense folk rhymes, including rid- 
dles, games and finger plays, handed 
down from generation to generation 
and familiar in all parts of the country. 
Some have been imported from the 
British empire, but nearly all of them 
“have the American tang, breathing 
the smoke and sweep of the border 
settlements.” The homely, humorous 
little black and white drawings by 
Ed Hargis also typify pioneer life. 


For children 9 to 12 years of age 


Anderson, C. W. 
$1.50 


From the time Peter played in his 
crib he showed a liking for horses 
and as he grew his love for horses 
grew. How Peter, who lived on a 
farm near Saratoga, became the owner 
of a broken-down race horse, what his 
affectionate care and devotion accom- 
plished in restoring the horse to health 
and strength and how he was re- 
warded, makes a brief story to delight 
lovers of horses of any age. Spirited 
and beautiful drawings by the author. 
Quarto. 


Salute. Macmillan 


Angelo, Valenti. Paradise 
Viking Press $2 

Pedro’s father works on the rail- 
road in the Nevada desert and the 
family’s home is a caboose. Within 


Valley. 


view, in the Nevada foothills, lives 


Bailey, Margery. 


Brewton, J. E., ed. 





Uncle Pio who finds keen joy in the 
peace, beauty and promise of his ranch 
after his escape from a Mexican revo- 
lution. This is the vivid, sympathetic 
tale of Pedro’s visit to his uncle, of 
the tenderhearted boy’s springing of 
some coyote traps with results both 
dire and happy, and of his great 
delight when dramatic, eloquent Uncle 
Pio persuades Pedro’s father and 
another family to farm the land he 
offers them. Lithographs in rust-red 
by the author are genuinely interpre- 
tive of the story. 


Whistle for good 
fortune. Little $2 


These six fairy tales told to a boy 
by traveling gleemen in exchange for 
riddles are written in a singing prose 
marked by gay humor, freshness of 
phrasing and bits of wisdom by the 
way. [Illustrated with drawings by 
Alice B. Preston. 

Contents: The tinker’s jewel; The 
cat that talked with the Bilwitz; 
The one-fingered king; The bed just 
so; The frog of Roland; Every brook 
to a river and so down to the sea. 


Gaily we parade; 
a collection of poems about people, 
here, there and everywhere. Mac- 
millan $2 821.08 


The 200 poems in the collection are 
about people of all kinds—town and 
country, fairy and real, and the 90 poets 
represented, of the past and present, 
include Rachel Field, E. V. Lucas, 
Shakspere, Mother Goose, Christopher 
Morley, Walter de la Mare, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Rose Fyleman and 
Eugene Field. Notable black and 
white illustrations by Robert Lawson 
head each section and add further dis- 
tinction to a book of unusually attrac- 
tive format. Indexes of authors, titles 
and first lines. 


Coatsworth, E. J. The Fair Ameri- 


can. Macmillan $2 

Sympathetic story of Pierre L’Et- 
ranger, a French refugee whose ex- 
periences in the early days of the 
French Revolution are akin to those of 
foreign refugee children seeking a 
haven in the United States today. 
In the well-written narrative Pierre 
escapes across France to Brest and is 
taken on board the Fair American as 
cabin boy. A three-day gale and the 
boarding of the ship by a French 
royalist are disturbing incidents but 





otherwise Pierre has a happy time for 
Sally and Andrew of Five Bushel 
farm are on board with delightful 
“Mrs Deborah,” Captain Patterson’s 
wife. Charming period drawings by 
Helen Sewell. 


Coatsworth, E. J. The littlest house. 


Macmillan $1.50 


The lending of the littlest house in 
Hingham, Massachusetts, to three 
children as a summer playhouse was 
a happy thought. It gave the children 
unspeakable delight to have a house to 
furnish and play in and it solved some 
of the problems of Cousin Mary with 
whom they had come to live. Not 
only are the two sisters, a_ small 
brother and the adults vividly individ- 
ualized and natural, but the picturesque 
town of Hingham with its old houses 
and cooling sea breezes comes to life 
in this appealing story by an author 
who looks at everything through a 
poet's eyes. Short nature poems 
between chapters. Drawings by Mar- 
guerite Davis. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. 
Scribner $2 

The reading of the History of Little 
Goody Two Shoes has a marked effect 
on the actions of three children who 
are depicted with a twinkling humor 
in the setting of 18th century London. 
John Newbery, dealer in children’s 
books, and Samuel Johnson, the chil- 
dren’s neighbor of Gough Square, are 
artlessly introduced, and, in the story’s 
incidents and style and the book’s 
pleasing format, the period and at- 
mosphere are reflected unmistakably. 
“Embellished with ten elegant draw- 
ings” by Katherine Milhous, “to 
which are added 11 Cuts from old 
Books, with an Epigram in Verse 
adapted to each.” 


A book for Jennifer. 


De Angeli, Marguerite. Thee, Hannah! 
Doubleday $2 

The color, quaintness and charm of 
life in Philadelphia just before the 
Civil War are caught in the author’s 
drawings and in the simple story of 
the Quaker child, Hannah, who hated 
her somber clothes and longed for 
bonnets and dresses that were stylish, 
rich and gay. Through the pages of 
the almost plotless tale there pass in 
succession the hawkers of pepperpot 
soup, oysters and clams, shad, Dela- 
ware peaches and other interesting 


De La 


food. Here too are the events of the 
Quaker yearly meeting and the shel- 
tering of a Southern negress escaping 
from slavery with a sick child. 


Mare, Walter, ed. 
Scribner $2.50 


The editor, a writer of rare distinc- 
tion as well as a discriminating anthol- 
ogist, has collected herein 42 stories 
and 46 old rhymes and ballads about 
animals. For his prose material he 
turned to old marchen, myths, sagas 
and fairy tales and in some cases he 
rewrote them. He says in the intro- 
duction, which states the bases for his 
selection and which traces the develop- 
ment of animal folk tales, “I have 
included nothing that would not 
. . . have engrossed and delighted me 
when I was young and nothing that 
does not continue to delight me now 
that I am old.” A worth while addi- 
tion to the shelves of a home library 
and useful as a source book in story- 
telling. Illustrated by quaint wood- 
cuts from an ancient “ beaste” book. 


Animal 
stories. 


Du Bois, W. P. The great Geppy. 
Viking Press $2 
“A detective is needed at Bott 
Circus who can walk tight rope, train 
lions, be shot from a cannon and who 
is a freak.” How Geppy, the intelli- 
gent awning-striped horse, meets these 
requirements and solves case 4826, the 
mystery of the stolen receipts, is told 
in the author’s droll pictures, gaily 
colored or black and white, and in a 
nonsense tale that is as convincing as 
fact. Small quarto. 


Enright, Elizabeth. The sea is all 
around. Farrar $2 


Attractive account of the winter 
which 10-year-old Mab spends with 
an aunt on the island of Pokenick, 
30 miles off the Massachusetts coast. 
Mab who has lived all her 10 years in 
Iowa sees the ocean for the first time, 
has tea with Mr Bates at his Curiosity 
Shop by special invitation, gets lost on 
the moor, and at last meets and makes 
a friend of a lively child of her own 
age. The story is fresh and vivid 
because the setting is real, the charac- 
ters come to life and the author knows 
just how it feels to be a little girl. 
Illustrations in color and black and 
white by the author. 
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Fish, H. D. The doll house book. 


Stokes $2 649.55 


Offering exciting, endless opportun- 
ity for the exercise and development 
of individual taste, inventiveness and 
ingenuity, this quarto volume tells how 
to make an eight-room doll house on 
the scale of an inch to a foot, and 
how to contrive tiny, fascinating fur- 
nishings and accessories from mate- 
rials usually readily found at home. 
Clear patterns and drawings by Hilda 
Richman. 


Gates, Doris. Blue willow. 
Press $2 
Dreamy, ambitious young Janey 
Larkin has never had a _ permanent 
home of her own for her father is a 
poor migrant sharecropper, and so the 
family of three, which includes a 
motherly stepmother, is always on the 
move for work. The lovely, authentic 
story describes Janey’s longing for a 
home, and the parts she and a blue 
willow plate, the family’s one symbol 
of home life, play in a tense, dramatic 
episode which ends in regular work 
for her dependable father on a Cali- 
fornia farm and a home to live in as 
long as they want it. Drawings by 
Paul Lantz enhance the charm of the 
book’s format. 


Viking 


Gibson, Katharine. 
Longmans $2 


In the manner of a whimsical folk- 
tale, the author relates how giant Jock 
the miller, and Sniffer his dog, saved 
King Henry’s life and how for a 
reward Jock was presented with a title 
and a run-down castle. It is the pretty, 
wilful, high-spirited Tansy who shows 
simple-minded Jock the way to guard 
and restore the castle, care for the 
large Tinker family, improve the lot 
of his retainers and not only live well 
himself but give her her rightful place 
as the castle’s mistress. Vera Bock’s 
drawings emphasize the quaint humor 
of the tale. 


Jock’s castle. 


Hoffmann, Eleanor. A cat of Paris. 
Stokes $1.75 

A venturesome, ambitious Siamese 
cat with a personality is Thom, who 
is obsessed with a passion to have his 
portrait painted and to live on the Left 
Bank of the Seine where artists are 
as common as sparrows. This is the 
animated, colorful tale of Thom and 
of the sights, scenes and flavor of 
Paris. With vivacious humor the 


Jones, E. O. 


Meadowcroft, Mrs E. L. 





author follows Thom in his adven- 
tures which take him to the bird, 
flower and food markets, to artists’ 
quarters, to cafés and to the Luxem- 
bourg gardens. Zhenya Gay’s draw- 
ings have the lively spirit of the text. 


Maminka’s children. 
Macmillan $2 


“My little mouse, my sweet raisin, 
my rather small beetle,’ Maminka’s 
pet names for her three children, 
Nanka, Marianka and Honzichek, are 
typical of the happy times and simple 
fun a Bohemian family have together 
in America at Easter and Christmas 
and every day in the week. The 
chunks of potatoes go plip-plop when 
they are dropped in the brambory 
soup, Grampa plays lively tunes on his 
accordion, Maminka whirls in a Bo- 
hemian dance, and Grampa _ carves 
beautiful tiny wooden figures for the 
Christmas créche. These are among 
the incidents which will please chil- 
dren. Charming drawings in color by 
the author. 


Lambert, \/rs C. B. Story of Alaska. 


Harper $1 917.98 

Trapping, hunting, mining, salmon 
fishing and salmon canneries, reindeer, 
bears, glaciers, Northern lights, Eskimo 
crafts and other aspects of Alaska and 
Alaskan life are featured and discussed 
in the brief text and pictured in C. H. 
De Witt’s full-page richly colored and 
beautifully reproduced _ illustrations. 
The marginal drawings in sepia make 
their contribution also to the book’s 
value. Quarto. 


Leeming, Joseph. Fun with string. 


Stokes $2 790 

Clear directions for tricks and games 
with string, together with instructions 
for making a variety of articles such 
as bags, belts, ties, centerpieces, fish 
nets etc., by knotting, weaving or 
braiding string or rope. Illustrated 
with drawings by Charles E. Pont. 
Quarto. 


Along the 
Erie towpath. Crowell $2 

Albany and the Erie canal are the 
background and a natural part of this 
entertaining, vivid story which is 
concerned with the family of the 
widowed, big-hearted Mrs Polly Burns 
who, while she could barely eke out 
a living for her own large brood, 
could welcome an orphan nephew and 


niece. 
ending in Buffalo in 1825 with the 
celebration of the canal’s completion, 
the story tells of the kinds of work 
the young people found to do along 
and on the canal and of the family’s 
migration by way of this waterway to 


Opening in Albany in 1823 and 


a new home in Buffalo. Drawings in 
color and black and white by Ninon 
MacKnight. 
Sperry, Armstrong. Call it courage. 
Macmillan $1.75 

The story of Mafatu, the boy who 
was afraid. It was the sea_ that 
Mafatu feared. But those early Poly- 
nesians worshiped courage and so the 
people drove Mafatu, son of the great 
chief, forth, not by violence but by 
indifference. Yet now even today the 
people of Hikueru relate over their 
evening fires this lyrical tale of how 
Mafatu traveled alone and far, how 
he overcame his fears and became 
Mafatu, Stout Heart, a brave name 
for a brave boy. [Illustrated by the 
author. Awarded the Newbery medal 
as the most distinguished children’s 


book of 1940. 


Turnbull, Mrs A. S. Elijah the Fish- 
bite. Macmillan $1.50 


How the small strange kitten which 
becomes the pet of an Episcopal min- 
ister’s family and is dubbed Elijah the 
Fishbite, is the means of arousing the 
wrath of a rich woman parishioner, 
of frightening and angering the verger 
and jeopardizing the clergyman’s pas- 
torate is chronicled in a laughable 
story which is concerned also with the 
happy relations between the four 
children, who are full of pranks, and 
their wise and understanding parents. 
Illustrated by Meg Wohlberg. 


Waldeck, Mrs J. M. Little jungle 
Viking Press $2 

The author while living in the jungle 
of British Guiana came to know 
11-year-old Peh-weh, full of a man’s 
pride and aping a man’s courage, and 
his 9-year-old sister Man-6, who finds 
it expedient to conceal her cleverness 
from the devoted but superior man- 
creature Peh-weh. The author’s affec- 
tionate, authentic story of these chil- 
dren and their life in establishing their 
own jungle village, often taut with 
suspense, is filled with delight for a 
child, and is well adapted for reading 
aloud. Baroness Dombrowski, who 
illustrates the book with attractive 


village. 


drawings, also knows the South Amer- 
ican jungle at firsthand. Small quarto. 


For older boys and girls 
(Junior high school age) 


(See also list for young people which 
follows) 


Carr, M. J. Young Mac of Fort Van- 
couver. Crowell $2 
Donald MacDermott, the 13-year- 
old son of a well-born white father 
who has died, and an Indian mother, 
is taken to Fort Vancouver, in 1832 
a Hudson Bay trading post, where 
after a year under the guardianship 
of the chief Factor he must decide 
whether he will train for a profession 
or trade, or live the life of an Indian. 
The story describing his experiences, 
adventures and _ conflicting desires, 
gives an illuminating and _ interesting 
picture of the life of the post and of 
Indian mind and character. Gener- 
ously illustrated (three of the draw- 
ings are in color) by Richard Holberg. 


Edmonds, M. D. Out of the net. 
Oxford Univ. Press $2 
Jorley O’Hagen does not have “the 
fish in his blood” as his Pa and his 
brother Mike have, and he longs to 
leave his Newfoundland fishing cove 
to earn a different kind of living else- 
where. But the misfortunes which 
pursue the O’Hagens, beginning with 
Pa’s breaking his leg, compel Jorley 
to forget his dreams for a long time. 
In this thrilling, engrossing tale of the 
odds against Jorley, his dogged per- 
severance and physical and _ moral 
courage, the characters emerge as real 
people living in an authentic New- 
foundland setting. Drawings by Dor- 
othy Bayley. 


French, Allen. The lost 
Houghton $2.25 


In this story of a boy’s years at a 
castle in the days of King John, 
especially exciting because of the mys- 
terious disappearance of Lord Eric, 
the baron. The author re-creates a 
baron’s life, the period’s manners and 
customs and the poverty of the peasant 
underlings. At the same time the 
special construction of the castle itself 
with its secret passages and hidden 
dungeons becomes of growing moment 
to the reader. Illustrations by Andrew 


Wyeth. 


baron. 
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Gann, E. K. 





Crowell $2 
629.13 
With every page _ radiating the 
author’s enthusiasm for flying, the 
informal, dramatic text offers a boy 
just enough information to enable him 
to measure his interest in becoming a 
pilot and his aptitudes for the work. 
Airplane instruments, the weather, the 
theory of flight, the construction of a 
plane, the qualities of a pilot, the 
required training, actual flying and 
landing, and the laws of the air are 
among the subjects of the _ brief 
chapters. The author draws through- 
out on his experience as an American 
Airlines __ pilot. Photographs and 
diagrams. 


Sky roads. 


Kent, Mrs L. A. He 
Christopher Columbus. 
$2 


went with 
Houghton 


Through the hazardous experiences 
of young Peter Aubrey who sails as 
deck boy on the Santa Maria with 
Columbus, in an attempt to escape an 
uncle’s intrigues against his life and 
patrimony, the colorful story offers 
frequent glimpses of Columbus’s per- 
sonality, character and exploits. The 
settings shift from England and Spain 
to the high seas and the West Indies 
and back again to England. Illustrated 
by Paul Quinn. 


Knight, Eric. 
Winston $2 
Moving tale of a prize collie’s un- 
quenchable devotion to the young son 
of a Yorkshire miner who has fallen 
on hard times. The narrative mounts 
in dramatic interest as Lassie, having 
been sold and carried off to Scotland, 
follows her homing instinct and travels 
hundreds of grueling miles back to 
Joe Carraclough, her former master. 
Of appeal to all dog lovers, the story 
reveals an understanding of the psy- 
chology of dogs and of the many kinds 
of persons, Scotch and English, who 
people the pages. Illustrated with 
drawings by Marguerite Kirmse. 


Lassie Come-home. 


Law, B. A. Fighting planes of the 
world. Random House $1 629 
Picture book for older children and 
young people of the chief military 
planes of the United States and of 


14 foreign countries, “ which make air 
power a dominant factor in the world.” 
The 32 plates in color by Barry Bart, 


Meader, 


Pinkerton, 





usually showing two airplanes on a 
page, are accompanied by short, con- 
cise accounts of the construction, 
purpose and performance of each type 
of plane. The author is a major in 
the United States Army Air Corps. 
Quarto. 


Ss. W. 
Harcourt $2 


Jeff Robbins sailed from Maine in 
1812 as a foremast hand on a cargo 
schooner bound for Cuba, but erelong 
was impressed into the service of an 
English frigate. Storms at sea, battles 
and harsh discipline were his lot till 


Clear for action! 


he and two other Americans made 
their escape across an _ uninhabited 
island in the Caribbean. Here life 


was more comfortable but no less full 
of uncertainty and adventure. Though 
the plot progresses by means of too 
many coincidences, the story is, on the 
whole, competently written. Illus- 
trated by Frank Beaudouin. 


Morgan, A. P. Things a boy can do 


with chemistry. Appleton-Century 


$2.50 540 
In this authoritative and useful 
introduction to chemistry, brief open- 
ing chapters on the nature of the 
science, its two great divisions, and 
the chemist’s tools, are followed by 
discussions of solutions and crystals. 
chemical analysis, chlorine and _ the 
halogen family, nitrogen, foods, metals 
etc., all from the point of view of the 
practical application of chemistry to 
everyday living. Includes more than 
100 experiments designed to make 
chemical phenomena _ understandable. 
Elements and compounds listed in 
appendix. Diagrams. Index. 


Kathrene. 
north. Carrick $2 


The father of 14-year-old Anne 
Jackman and 11-year-old Philip, takes 
his wife and the two children from their 
home in a small town to the Canadian 
wilderness where he can become a 
trapper and fur farmer. This con- 
vincing, interesting story, pervaded by 
the crisp, fresh breezes of remote Far 
lake in the North woods, tells of the 
building of a log cabin, of pioneering 
adventures and misadventures and of 
how Anne’s pluck, and friendship with 
an Ojibway Indian boy eliminate a 
threat to the family fortunes. 


Adventure 


Ransome, Arthur. Secret water. Mac- 
millan $2 


_ Further amusing adventures of those 
independent, resourceful English chil- 


dren, the Swallows and Amazons. 
Here they explore an archipelago of 
many islands and inland seas and what 
with being marooned, filling in a blank 
map of the whole archipelago, running 
their camp, and guarding it from a 
tribe of hostile savages (another small 
group of young campers) with whom 
they later form an alliance, they have 
an exciting time. It is all made ex- 
ceedingly real by the author's sense of 
humor and comprehension of a child’s 
mind and interests. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The year of jubilo. 
Viking Press $2 
The vivacious Lucinda of Roller 


skates fame and now 14, has come upon 
a hard time in the death of her father 
and the loss of the family income. 
This is, however, a heartening tale of 
the Wyman family’s year in their 
Maine summer cottage when the three 
older brothers support the household 
with their fishing and farming, and 
high-spirited Lucinda, insisting on no 
longer being a Wyman “tag,” shares 
the work and responsibility and learns 
to control her temper against the barbs 


of one incompatible brother. Draw- 
ings at chapter heads by Edward 
Shenton. 


Tumbledown Dick; 
plot. Viking 


Spring, Howard. 
all people and no 
Press $2 

Here are the amusing unusual per- 
sons of high and low degree whom an 
eager English country boy meets on a 
visit in Manchester. Among them are 
the very human Mayor’s wife who 
takes her social duties seriously, Dick’s 
irascible Uncle Henry who runs a pet 
shop, his Aunt Maria, “a_ regular 
robin of a woman,” and his facetious 
Uncle Oswald, a conjuror who could 
conjure anything out of the air except 
a job. These and all of the other 
characters could have stepped out of 
Dickens’ tales and the humor which 
pervades the episodes is also of the 
friendly Dickensian type. Pen draw- 
ings by Steven Spurrier. 
Wilder, Mrs L. I. 
Harper $2 

The winter of 1880-81 was an 
exceptionally severe one in Dakota 
Territory, so Pa and Ma, Laura now 


The long winter. 


Andrews, R. C. 


14, blind Mary and the two younger 
children move to town from. their 
shack on the prairie. The tale of 
their cheerful home life and of their 
fortitude through the makeshifts, pri- 
vations, near-starvation and fearful 
cold of the successive blizzards when 
the train was snowed under and no 
supplies could be brought in, is a 
stimulating one for modern children. 
Pictures by Helen Sewell and Mildred 
3oyle. 


For young people 
(Senior high school age) 


This amazing planet. 
Putnam $2 570 
Eighty short articles which have 
appeared during the past three years 
in This Week Magasine of the New 
York Herald Tribune under the title 
This amasing planet. These “ strange 
or little-known facts in the realm of 
nature” are often linked with the 
author’s expeditions in far corners of 
the world and deal with a wide variety 
of subjects from singing mice to 
attacks by swordfish, and from the 
great migrations of Monarch butter- 
flies to reconstructing a dinosaur. 
Mr Andrews is director of the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History. 


Becker, Mrs M. L. Introducing 
Charles Dickens. Dodd $2.50 
B or 92 


“ Dickens’ books, his people are com- 
pletely alive . . . and in his books are 
his fiery indignation against wrong, 
his glowing faith in human freedom, 
his impassioned conviction that in the 
end good must conquer evil.” Mrs 
3ecker, with keen enthusiasm for 
Dickens’ stories, carries the reader 
with her as she identifies in one book 
after another his experiences and the 
people he knew, and outlines his career 
from the time when, a poor boy, he 
determined Gad’s Hill would be his 
house, to the day he was carried from 
it for burial in Westminster Abbey. 
Reproductions of portraits, prints and 
photographs. Drawings by Oscar Ogg. 


Benchley, M/rs B. J. . My life in a 
man-made jungle. Little $3 591.5 


Fifteen years ago the author started 
as bookkeeper in the zoological gardens 
of San Diego, rapidly advancing to 
the headship of the zoo staff. Mrs 
3enchley’s never-waning interest in 


[10] 





watc 
their 
for 
rend 
ench 
last, 
moth 
maki 
gC il 
of 2 
grap 


Benne 
Ste\ 
Tl 
mad 
their 
gain 
Dur 
of < 
and 
moo 
of t 
gaily 
thos 
pain 
theit 
conv 


Mar 


Corm: 
Ww. 
Apt 

¥ 
tray 
stro 
Scot 
the 
iting 
whi 
thes 
clay 
Eng 
Cull 
lant 
vict 
rout 
hut. 


Culle: 
thu 


G 
gen 
min 
desi 
had 
enc 
she 
of 
soci 
nati 
enc 








ger 
leir 

of 
1eir 
pri- 
‘ful 
hen 

no 


ren. 
red 


net, 
570 
ave 
ars 
Jew 
title 
nge 

of 
the 
. of 
iety 

to 
the 
ter- 
aur. 
ner- 


‘ing 


r 92 
om- 
are 
ong, 
lom, 
the 
Mrs 
for 
ader 
0 yk 
the 
reer 
he 
his 
rom 
bey. 
and 
Igg. 


na 


91.5 


irted 
dens 


yr to 


Mrs 
in 





watching the animals, her concern for 
their happiness and welfare, her love 
for some of them and theirs for her 
render this account of her experiences 
enchanting from the first page to the 
last, whether she is playing foster- 
mother to a lonely little homesick tapir, 
making friends with two aristocratic 
gorillas or relating incidents illustrative 
of animal traits and habits. Photo- 
graphs. 


Bennett, D. A. Sold to the ladies! 


Stewart $2.50 917.472 


Three New York girls acting on a 
mad impulse, went to an auction during 
their lunch hour and bought an un- 
gainly, grimy old barge for $160. 
During the next months with the help 
of all and sundry they reconditioned 
and outfitted the queer craft at its 
mooring in the most notorious section 
of the Brooklyn harbor. This is the 
gaily entertaining record not only of 
those early months of confusion and 
paint pots, but of later experiences in 
their surprisingly comfortable and 
convenient home on the waters of 
Manhasset bay. Photographs. 


Cormack, Maribelle, & Alexander, 


W. P. Last clash of claymores. 
Appleton-Century $2 

Young Prince Charles Stuart, por- 
trayed as magnetic, impetuous, head- 
strong, rallies about him the clans of 
Scotch Highlanders in his fight for 
the English throne and in this inspir- 
iting story of fealty and courage, 
which holds the interest throughout, 
these rugged warriors wield their 
claymores (broadswords) against the 
English at Preston Pans and _ at 
Culloden, while the Prince now gal- 
lantly leads his undisciplined troops to 
victory, now, when they have been 
routed, hides in disguise in some lonely 
hut. Illustrated by Norman Price. 


Cullen, L. P. Beyond the smoke that 


thunders. Oxford Univ. Press $3 
916.8 


Going out in 1928 as secretary to the 
general manager of the first copper 
mine to be developed in Northern Rho- 
desia and later marrying, the author 
had many curious and vivid experi- 
ences. In an amusingly original way 
she writes of the early copperbelt days, 
of the difficulties of observing the 
social amenities while teaching the 
native boys to be servants, of personal 
encounters with the more spectacular 
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and dangerous animals of the bush, of 
her pets including bush babies, enchant- 
ing but easily inebriated creatures 
fitting into the palm of the hand. 
Julian Brazelton has transferred the 
humor of incident into his pen and ink 
drawings. Map on end papers. 


Falstaff, Jake, pseud. (Herman Fet- 


zer) Jacoby’s Corners. Houghton 
$2.50 

In the days when automobiles were 
still scaring horses, city-bred Lemuel 
“twelve, going on thirteen,” goes out 
to the farming country of Ohio to 
spend his vacation with his Grandma 
Nadeli and the neighboring uncles, 
aunts and cousins. A spirit of kindli- 
ness and gaiety, comfort and peace 
emanates from these captivating pages 
which re-create the summer days and 
the boy’s happiness as he is initiated 
into farm life, its pleasures as well as 
its chores. Marked by the author's 
deep love of the land and his joy in 
the native waggery and speech and the 
fine homespun qualities of the people. 


Fedorova, Nina. The family. (At- 


lantic Monthly Press bks) Little 
$2.50 

To the doors of a boarding house 
in Tientsin, China, run by a _ white 
Russian family, come in the year 1937, 
a motley, amazing cosmopolitan group 
of lodgers. In the problems, joys and 
sorrows of their paying guests, this 


openhearted, sympathetic, generous 
* Family, consisting of Granny, 


Mother, a daughter and two nephews, 
share as a matter of course, although 
they are themselves always on the 
brink of disaster because of poverty 
and the war. The story is entrancing 
reading, delightful for its gaiety and 
humor, moving in its tenderness and 
richly rewarding in its philosophy 


of life. 


Floherty, J. J. Men without fear. 


Lippincott $2 

The author spent much of his time 
for nearly a year among men who face 
danger earning their daily bread. He 
writes with competence and apprecia- 
tion of the hazards, courage and daring 
of the airplane test pilots, lightship 
crews, men who make and work with 
explosives, telephone operators and 
linemen, the sandhogs, divers, drillers 
of oil wells and fighters of oil fires, 
the harbor police patrol, the newsreel 
cameraman and of Johnny Moran who 


helped Doctor Walter Reed conquer 
yellow fever. Numerous halftone 
photographs 


Fuller, Iola (Iola Fuller Goodspeed). 
The loon feather. Harcourt $2.50 
The great and wise Ojibway warrior, 
Tecumseh, went from tribe to tribe 
year in, year out, urging union against 
the treaty-breaking Americans until 
early in the nineteenth century he was 
killed in battle. Stranded on the island 
of Mackinac, Tecumseh’s only child, 
Aneta, is adopted by the Frenchman, 
Pierre, and in this, her own story, are 
revealed not only the turbulent activi- 
ties around the fort and the Astor trad- 
ing post, with voyageurs coming and 
going and the Indians awaiting gold 
for their lost lands, but also her part 
in the life of the island, where she 
proves that she is indeed the daughter 
of Tecumseh in wisdom and courage. 


Gill, R. C. White water and black 
magic. Holt $3 918.6 


The author and his wife lived some 
years on the fringes of the Ecuadorian 
jungle, during which time they ex- 
plored its fastnesses and made friends 
with the Indians, learning something 
of their magic and mysterious drug 
lore. Later they returned on an ex- 
pedition to obtain as many of these 
drugs as possible, and Mr Gill was 
permitted to share in the jungle magic 
of making curare, now proving inval- 
uable in the cure of certain diseases. 
Fascinating as a portrayal of the more 
remote jungle Indians and full of 
the atmosphere of the jungle itself. 
Profusely illustrated with photographs. 
Map on end papers. Index. 


Gray, E. J. The fair adventure. 
Viking Press $2 

Page, “Least ’un” of the large, 
lively family of a Southern college 
professor, seems bound to have her 
big moments submerged by the bigger 
moments of her relatives. In this 
record of her home life, her fun at 
dances, picnics and so on, the reader 
sees a genuine picture of the interests, 
activities and points of view of a well- 
bred modern girl just ready to enter 
college and trying to adjust herself to 
the prospect of attending one which 
is not her first choice. Seven draw- 
ings by Alice K. Reischer. 
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Hartman, Gertrude. 


Hagen, V. W. von. Jungle in the 


clouds. Duell $3 917.28 


In the jungles atop the mountains of 
Honduras, the author and his wife 
sought the splendid Quetzal, a bird of 
rich and gorgeous plumage, and were 
not only successful in their quest but 
were able to send, after months of 
nursing, a number of the young birds 
to the zoos of America and England. 
The problems and experiences involved 
in this expedition form but part of the 
book’s absorbing interest, for later this 
intrepid couple made friends with the 
Jicaques, primitive Indians, and finally 
visited Copan, ruins of a superb Mayan 
city. Map on end papers. Profusely 
illustrated with photographs. 


Hall, A. G. Nansen. Viking Press 


$2.50 B or 92 

When Fridtjof Nansen was through 
the university, he had a chance to go 
to the Arctic with a sealing expedition, 
and that voyage was the starting point 
for many of his interests in scientific 
research and in exploration. This is 
the inspiring story of the life of the 
greathearted Norwegian, famous ex- 
plorer, scientist and world statesman, 
giving in entertaining detail the ac- 
count of his two Arctic expeditions 
and describing his fine work for 
refugees, prisoners, and famine suffer- 
ers after the first World War. Maps 
and drawings in blue and white by 
Boris Artzybasheff are scattered 
through the text. 


Hallgren, Mauritz. All about stamps. 


Knopf $3 383 

Of appeal and value both to collec- 
tors of stamps and to noncollectors, 
this comprehensive book is divided into 
two parts. Part 1 follows the devel- 
opment of postal systems through 
Rowland Hill’s introduction of the 
stamp in England in 1839 to the later 
adoption of the stamp by the United 
States and European countries; part 2 
is concerned with collecting stamps, 
and covers kinds of collections, famous 
collectors, valuable stamps, sources of 
supply, prices, fakes and frauds. Illus- 
trated. List of books and periodicals, 
glossary, index. 


Making of a 
democracy. Day $1.96 973 
After tracing briefly and clearly the 


long struggle for greater liberty and 
justice made by the people of England, 
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the author, formerly editor of Progres- 
sive education goes on to show how the 
spirit of liberty developed in America 
and led to the establishment of a gov- 
ernment based on democratic principles. 
In conclusion our way of life is com- 
pared with that of people who live 
under dictatorships. Declaration of 
Independence and Constitution of the 
United States in appendix. Reproduc- 
tions of old prints, paintings etc. Index. 


Hewes, A. D. The iron doctor. 


Houghton $2 


The “high and gallant” vocation of 
diving with its thrills, its hazards and 
its contribution to the progress of the 
world, is glowingly portrayed through 
the experiences of young Jed Sheldon, 
himself the son of a diver long dead. 
Jed helps to mend steamers, lay pipes 
and cables and finally, in record-break- 
ing depths, to assist in building the 
piers for the San Francisco-Oakland 
bridge. “The iron doctor” of the 
story’s title is the recompression room 
used in curing the bends. 


Heyer, Georgette. The Spanish bride. 


Doubleday $2.50 


The author skilfully blends romance 
and realism in this captivating and 
informing novel of Wellington’s 
Peninsular campaign and in particular 
of the part played by energetic Cap- 
tain Harry Smith and his sparkling 
young Spanish bride who “ made the 
war with him,” from Badajos_ to 
Toulouse. 


Hobart, A. T. Their own country. 


Bobbs $2.50 

After years of hard and at first 
successful work as representative of an 
oil company in China, Stephen Chase 
is obliged finally to make a new start 
with his understanding wife, Hester, 
in America. This is an engaging and 
heartening story of an American fam- 
ily and of business, its scenes in New 
York City and Kansas, depicting with 
light but sure strokes, a man of in- 
tegrity and business experience facing 
dishonest competition, sabotage, the 
depression and temptations to become 
rich unfairly. 


Johnson, Osa. I married adventure. 
Lippincott $3.50 B or 92 


“Man alive,” Martin said explos- 
ively, “ you don’t think we mind taking 
chances, do you? Why, that’s all Osa 
and I have ever done.” This is the 
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story, not only of the chances the 
Johnsons took in getting their pictures 
of wild animal life and native tribes, 
but of the fun and hardships, the com- 
forts, excitements and keen joy of 
their safaris from the earliest poorly 
equipped ones to the South Seas, to 
their later ones with motorized caval- 
cades and limitless supplies in Africa, 
as they made their complete pictorial 
histories of elephants and lions. Photo- 
graphs. Index. 


Lindsay, Howard, & Crouse, Russel. 


Clarence Day's Life with father. 
Knopf $2.50 812 


In turning episodes from Clarence 
Day’s delightfully humorous Life with 
father and God and my father into a 
play for the theater, the authors have 
skilfully retained the pervading comic 
spirit and spicy tang, with Father very 
much his dynamic, irascible yet lovable 
self as he futilely strives to control 
his wife and boys according to his 
own pet theories of domestic peace 
and household finance. Photographs 
from original New York production. 
Names of original cast. 


McMurtrie, D. C. & Farran, Don. 


Wings for words. Rand $2 B or 92 


Portrayal of the life of Johann 
Gutenberg which, while published to 
pay tribute to his “precious gift” to 
the world, the invention of movable 
type, is written after painstaking re- 
search and with dignity and restraint. 
Based on known facts, the biography 
not only faithfully describes his life 
at home and his experiments with type, 
but also life as it was lived in 15th 
century Germany, first in Mainz with 
its conflicts between the guilds and 
patricians, and then in brighter, gayer 
Strasbourg. Illustrated by Edward A. 
Wilson. 


Meigs, C. L. Call of the mountain. 


Little $2 


Splendid story for older boys and 
girls of a Vermont youth’s struggle in 
the 1830’s to develop a farm in the 
wilderness of a Vermont mountain top. 
How his physical strength and driving 
ambition enable him to overcome fear- 
ful odds, how he wins a victory over 
his own faults and the evil machina- 
tions of an enemy determined to wrest 
from him his rightful heritage makes a 
compelling, dynamic tale, the more real 
and genuine because of the author's 





love of the land and her insight into 
,_ character. Illustrations by James 
Daugherty. 


Moser, Mrs Edwa. The Mexican 
touch. Duell $2.75 917.2 


With her three children, Molly, Don 
and Ken, the author spent a little over 
a year in Mexico seeking to under- 
stand the Mexicans and their way of 
life through their customs, points of 
view, fiestas, bullfights, the children’s 
school experiences, the markets and 
contacts with natives of all classes. 
Cuernavaca was their home for most 
of the enchanting year, but the color- 
ful, thoughtful and at the same time 
highly diverting narrative includes 
also weeks of living in Mexico City 
and automobile trips to other places 
of interest. 


Nordhoff, C. B. & Hall, J. N. No 
more gas. (Atlantic Monthly Press 
bks) Little $2.50 

The improvident, irresponsible Tuttle 
clan of Tahiti, in whose veins New 
England blood is intermingled with 
Polynesian, lives happily in a rambling, 
ramshackle dwelling, always expectant 
that the next cockfight or fishing trip 
will pay for its lavish hospitality or 
buy the needed gasoline. How fate 
changes the fortunes of this lovable but 
exasperating group and how, character- 
istically, they react to prosperity forms 
the poignant climax of an amusing 
tale. 


Pinkerton, Kathrene. Three's a crew. 
Carrick $2.75 917.1 
Starting with summer cruises, ex- 
ploring the inlets of British Columbia, 
and then in a larger yacht, adventur- 
ing in the waters of southeastern 
Alaska, dropping anchor in_ lovely 
coves, visiting glaciers and trout pools, 
or fishing for salmon, the author, her 
husband and young daughter spent 
seven years afloat, with fewer and 
fewer intervals on land. As in Wéilder- 
ness wife (Carrick 1939 $2.75) Kath- 
rene Pinkerton packs this chronicle 
with absorbing and entertaining inci- 
dent, and opens up new and exciting 
vistas. Photographs. Map on end 
papers. 


Roberts, Kenneth. 
Doubleday $3 

Oliver Wiswell, Yale student, is 

forced by an infuriated “rebel” mob 


ae 


to flee his home in April 1775 with his 


Oliver Wiswell. 
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distinguished lawyer father because of 
their Loyalist sympathies. From _ be- 
leaguered Boston, to Halifax with the 
bungling, dilatory Howe and back to 
New York, with some time in England 
and France, and yet. more fighting in 
the South, this young man participates 
in the Revolution, and from the undevi- 
ating viewpoint of a Loyalist writes it 
all down, including his despairing love 
for Sally, whose brothers are on the 
“rebel” side. Stimulating and provoc- 
ative because of its fresh angle of 
approach, and full of color, action and 
lively dialog. Map on end papers. 


Rothery, A. E. South American 


roundabout. Dodd $2 918 


In an effortless, flowing style the 
author presents an attractive introduc- 
tion to South America. She writes of 
the way the people live, of the topog- 
raphy of the various countries and of 
other characteristics, including products 
and industries. Interspersed are bits 
of history, accounts of guano birds, 
and of strange animals of the Andes, 
lives of such famous men as Pizarro 
and Bolivar and descriptions of Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro, and of 
marvels like the deserted Indian city 
of Machu Picchu and Chan Chan, the 
city that crumbled into sand. _ Illus- 
trated with drawings by Carl Burger. 


Snedeker, W/rs C. D. The white isle; 


illus. by Fritz Kredel. Doubleday 
$2 

“An unforgettable portrait of a 
Roman girl of long ago. ... and a very 
moving story. The careful scholarship 
of Mrs Snedeker traces step by step 
the route of the Claudian family from 
Rome to exile in Britain as they meet 
friendship and danger, crossing Gaul 
and coming to the dreaded sea. Beyond 
that she binds together in this distin- 
guished story the fragrant traditions of 
the early Christians of Britain with 
the highest culture of the Roman 
empire.” Adapted from Alice M. 
Jordan in Horn Book, November 1940, 
p. 440. 


Thirkell, Angela. Before lunch. Knopf 


$2.50 

Amusing portrayal of a self-centered, 
wordy English architect who affects 
the clothes and ways of an English 
squire, and his lovely wife who adores 
him but has no illusions about him, 
and their relations with his widowed 
sister and her two grown stepchildren, 
tenants in the neighboring house for 
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the summer. Local excitement over 
the fate of a “ precious” piece of land, 
and the progress or frustration of sev- 
eral love affairs, are material for a 
sparkling light comedy written with the 
author’s accustomed wit and penetrating 
insight into the character and manners 
of both the upper and the servant class. 


Thompson, Mrs M. W. Blue horizon. 


Longmans $2 


A career story for girls, concerned 
with interior decorating. More than 
ordinarily satisfying because the sub- 
ject is one with special appeal and 
because the author writes from personal 
knowledge of this field. Janet 
Mackenzie, newly graduated from the 
“Hansen School,” begins at the bot- 
tom in a Madison avenue, New York 
City shop. With her training, innate 
ability and willingness to work she 
makes fairly rapid progress in the 
year and a half the narrative covers, 
and also has some good times outside, 
especially with a rising young architect. 
Decorations in black and white by 
Janice Holland. 


Thone, Frank. The microscopic world. 
Messner $3 589.95 
A world of astonishing life is 
recorded with remarkable clearness 
and simplicity both in text and fasci- 
nating photographs as the author intro- 
duces the layman to the microscopic 
animals and plants in some of their 
more important and conspicuous forms, 
with accounts of their outstanding 
activities, beneficial as well as destruc- 
tive. Index. 


Tunis, J. R. Choosing a _ college. 
Harcourt $2.50 378 


The result of careful and wide- 
ranging investigation, this is an ex- 
ceedingly helpful guide to boys, girls 
and their parents in the solution of 
many precollege problems. The author 
gives advice on such a question as who 
should go to college and offers infor- 
mation on where scholarships, loans, 
N.Y.A. help, and self-help are pos- 
sible; he describes various types of 
colleges, how to inspect a college, and 
suggests how choices among them 
should be made. Finally he presents 
ten reasons to be considered in choos- 
ing a college and also a_ valuable 
appendix listing numbers of students 
and complete costs at 400 leading col- 
leges and universities. Photographs. 
3ibliography, index. 
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The kid 
Harcourt $2 


Rapid, colorful tale telling how Roy 
Tucker of Tomkinsville, on trial in a 
major league team, finally makes good. 
The high moments, the exhausting 
tests, friendships, enmities, kindnesses, 
disappointments, the tense excitement 
which the “Kid” experiences, all 
typical of big league training and life, 
are dramatically depicted by the author 
who is a baseball enthusiast and an 
authority on the game. Illustrated by 
Jay Hyde Barnum. 


from Tomkinsville. 


Waldeck, T. J. On safari. Viking 


Press $2.50 916 

As a boy, the author was fascinated 
by tales of explorers, and he resolved 
to explore in India and Africa when 
he grew up. The narrative begins with 
a humorous reminiscence of. his first 
safari when, a callow, over-confident 
youth, he was taken into the Duke of 
Mecklenburg’s expedition to Africa 
and began to learn through painful 
mistakes how to become an explorer. 
Stories of later expeditions to mysteri- 
ous Makala and Kenya colony are not 
only informative but are also filled with 
absorbing adventures. Drawings by 
Kurt Wiese. 


White, S. E. Wild geese calling. 


Doubleday $2.75 


Sally Slocum and John Murdoch 
meet under a cottonwood tree in Ore- 
gon and marry that same day with 
little knowledge of each other, but 
they soon find they have much in com- 
mon, in especial, the pioneering spirit. 
The leisurely, intimate story of this 
interesting pair and the friends they 
make, takes them first to Seattle where 
John works for a while in a mill. 
From there they voyage in a small boat 
to Klakan, Alaska, and here they 
settle down while John and his friend 
Len get the machinery in order for a 
canning factory, but the call of wild 
geese lures them still farther north to 
the wilderness, the final fulfilment of 
their dreams. 


Williams, R. Y. The vanishing Vir- 


ginian. Dutton $2.50 B or 92 


“Anything impossible could happen 
in the Yancey household and anything 
did happen right along,” partly because 
of Father’s exaggerated and exasper- 
ating personality which found outlet 
in roars, scenes and highly original 
swear words when crossed or incon- 





venienced by his pretty, sweetly deter- 
mined wife, and partly because of the 
pranks of his seven active children. 
With a lightly mocking yet loving pen, 


one of these children reveals in all 
sorts of amusing situations, her family 
which represented three phases of 
Virginia life: Captain Bob, a distinct 
product of the old South, her mother, 
the mid-Victorian Virginian and the 
youngsters, “ hard-crusted moderns.” 


Young, Stanley. Young Hickory; a 
story of the frontier boyhood and 
youth of Andrew Jackson. Farrar 
$2 B or 92 
Lively account of the part Andrew 
Jackson played in the fight against the 
English in the Revolution and later, 
after his schooling and training in law, 
on the frontier of western North Caro- 
lina, where he earned the name of 
“Young Hickory” as a public prose- 
cutor determined to maintain law and 
order. Colorful incidents not only 
illuminate Andy’s character but also 
give an idea of the turbulent, perilous 
ways of life in backwoods settlements. 
in cities such as Charles Town and 
in the wilderness. Illustrated with 
drawings by Robert Fawcett. 


’ Selected new versions and editions 


Jewett, 


Sophie. God's troubadour; 
illus. by Elinore Blaisdell. Crowell 
$2 B or 92 


Miss Jewett’s life of St Francis for 
children is given a format more worthy 
of the beauty and distinction of her 





portrayal. This edition is printed from 
new type on paper of a better quality, 
and the size is octavo instead of 12mo. 
Four lovely double spread pictures, 
reverently depicting, in blue and white 
and gray, St Francis in the setting of 
his times, replace the photographs of 
Assisi and reproductions of old paint- 


ings. Charming little decorations are 
repeated now and then, at chapter 
heads. 

Kalevala. Heroes of the Kalevala; 


by Babette Deutsch. Messner $2.50 
398.2 
A fresh rendering in lovely poetic 
prose of the Finnish Kalevala, the tale 
of the deeds of Vainamoinen, the great 
singer and wizard, and of Ilmarinen, 
the mighty smith, who forged the 
magic sampo (mill of plenty). In her 
retelling the author has endeavored to 
preserve as far as possible the char- 
acter and spirit of the original runes. 
Twelve drawings by Fritz Eichenberg. 
Previous versions, The sampo, by 
James Baldwin and Parker Fillmore’s 
The wisard of the North are freer in 
interpretation. 


La Fontaine, Jean de. Fables; 
M. W. Brown. Harper $1.50 


Picture book edition in board covers 
of 17 of the fables, well translated and 
printed in large type on an excellent 
quality of paper. The frequent line 
drawings by André Hellé, in bright, 
flat colors and resembling peasant carv- 
ing, reflect the shrewd humor of the 
text. When the scene of a fable per- 
mits, the characters are shown in 
French settings. Quarto. 


tr. by 
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